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PROPOSAL 

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO FORUM

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
Program on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives at the University of Oslo 

OBJECTIVE: Implement a multidisciplinary program at the University of Oslo for Study, Research and Engagement on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief in tandem with the World Programme for Human Rights Education (2010-2014) Second Phase Action Plan for Higher Education.* 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Academic Schools, Departments and Institutes, Governments and Civil Society and Keynote Speakers in this Forum Proposal have not been approached or asked for an endorsement. The Tandem Project, as a follow-up to UN Universal Periodic Reviews & Freedom of Religion or Belief, proposes academic forum’s be held by diverse universities and colleges worldwide, on ways to implement the UN World Programme for Human Rights Education Second Phase (2010-2014) for Higher Education in tandem with international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief.  

The purpose of these proposals is to raise awareness and understanding of the complex and sensitive challenge facing the UN in their mandate to promote and protect the rights of all religions and beliefs.   

World Programme for Human Rights Education Phase 2 (2010-2014) 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/secondphase.htm
General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
Religion and Law Consortium - Daily news   
http://www.religlaw.org/headline.php?pageId=20
A Culture of Tolerance and Peace Based on Religion or Belief
Your View
______________________________________________________________________________​​​______ 

PROPOSED AGENDA

Keynote Speaker, (to be proposed)
by Ole Petter Ottersen, Rector
University of Oslo 

Keynote Speaker, (proposed) 
Governments & Civil Society
Honorable Kjell Magne Bondevik, founder and President

Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights, Pastor, Lutheran

Church of Norway and former Prime Minister of Norway

OPENING QUESTION 

Addressed by Keynote speakers
Can a program be implemented on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives at the University of Oslo, looking beyond the classroom and the higher-education institution to civil society; building partnerships between different members of the academic community and the community beyond? What are the benefits and obstacles?

___________________________________________________________________________________

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: 
Response to Question
Academic Faculty (proposed invitation list)

· Faculties, Departments, Institutes: Humanities, Law, Social Sciences, Theology, Education Sciences; Political Science, Psychology, Social Anthropology, Economics, Biology, Criminology and Sociology of Law, Philosophy, History of Art and Idea, Norwegian Center for Human Rights.
Governments & Civil Society (proposed invitation list)

· Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway Ministry of Culture and Church Affairs, City of Oslo City Council, Police and Fire Departments, Council for Religious and Life Stance Communities, Norwegian Humanist Association,  Islamic Council of Norway, Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Forum 18, Dikonhjemmet University College
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

World Programme for Human Rights Education (2010-2014) Second Phase Action Plan for Higher Education * 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/secondphase.htm
Draft plan of action for the second phase (2010-2014) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education (A/HRC/15/28): U.N. Human Rights Council 
(b) Teaching and learning processes and tools
27. Introducing or improving human rights education in the higher education system requires adopting a holistic approach to teaching and learning, by integrating programme objectives and content, resources, methodologies, assessment and evaluation; by looking beyond the classroom and the higher-education institution to society; and by building partnerships between different members of the academic community and beyond. 
(v) Develop multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary human rights academic programmes. 20
20 Multidisciplinary programmes would include the study, research and engagement with human rights from different disciplinary perspectives, such as philosophy, sociology, languages, international and domestic law, etc. Interdisciplinary programmes would entail the crossing of boundaries between disciplines and the pooling of approaches and methodologies to study, research and engage with human rights with a new integrated perspective.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNIVERSITY OF OSLO
http://www.uio.no/english/
The University of Oslo was founded in 1811.  With 6000 staff and close to 27,000 students, the University of Oslo is one of the largest organizations in Norway. The University Board, consisting of 11 members and chaired by the Rector, is the University’s highest body. The day-to-day management of the University is conducted by the Rector and the University Director. 

The Rector has ultimate responsibility for the academic activities at the University of Oslo (UiO) and is Chair of the University Board. He is also the institution's legal representative and spokesperson in dealings with the general public and government authorities.  The Rector is the university’s highest official representative, and sees to the maintenance and establishment of external cooperation and interests. He shall work for cooperation with business and industry, public enterprises and other educational institutions. The Rector shall also protect UiO’s interests in dealings with national and local authorities and establish academic networks at national and international levels.

The Rector has responsibility for academic and internal cooperation with the faculties and research centres. This work includes both day-to-day issues and issues of a more general strategic nature. The Rector also has responsibility for conducting a good and ongoing dialogue with the students.


The Rector shall place an emphasis on executing his leadership of academic activities by serving as an inspirer, a cultural bridge-builder and an initiator.

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

There can be no adequate understanding of the most important issues we face when disciplines are cloistered from one another and operate on their own premises. It would be far more effective to bring together people working on questions of religion, politics, history, economics, anthropology, sociology, literature, art, religion and philosophy to engage in comparative analysis of common problems. As the curriculum is restructured, fields of inquiry and methods of investigation will be transformed. 

End of the University as We Know It – Collaboration Rather than Specialization, New York Times Op-Ed, April 29, 2007, Mark C. Taylor, Chairman of the Religion Department, Columbia University, New York. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

GOVERNMENTS & CIVIL SOCIETY

CITY OF OSL0
http://www.oslo.kommune.no/english/
Oslo is the capital of Norway, and with about 600 000 inhabitants it is also by far the largest city in the country.  On these English pages you will find general information about Oslo and its administration, as well as tourist and business information. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND 

1961: UN General Assembly adopted a resolution asking the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the UN Human Rights Commission to prepare a legally-binding international human rights convention on religious intolerance.  It was deferred by religious and diplomatic leaders because of its complexity and political sensitivity. History: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm

2011: UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 66/167 by consensus to combat such intolerance.  It is the best hope in fifty years to reconcile issues and divergent views on human rights and freedom of religion or belief, assimilation and multiculturalism.  The Resolution calls for an open public debate of ideas and strengthened global dialogue at all levels to implement the Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance and Peace Based on Religion or Belief. Your View
United Nations Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance & Peace Based on Religion or Belief
UPR-info is an NGO with information and statistics on Universal Periodic Reviews, www.UPR-info.org. Statistics: www.upr-info.org/database/statistics/ Statistics first UPR cycle: 198 countries 12 UPR sessions 21,354 Recommendations. 30 Ranked Issues, Freedom of Religion and Belief ranked 29. There were 425 Recommendations or 1.99% of 21,354. Freedom of Religion and Belief is an issue that is not often raised within the context of the Universal Periodic Review. Early returns from the UPR second Cycle are the same, a low return on the issue of freedom of religion or belief. 

A Program on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives is proposed to address the seemingly intractable complexity and sensitivity of this issue.
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPOSED 

SEPARATION OF RELIGION OR BELIEF AND STATE

 SOROBAS
www.sorobas.com
The Tandem Project believes until a core legally-binding human rights Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief is adopted international human rights law will be incomplete. It may be time to begin to consider reinstating the 1968 Working Group to bring all matters relating to freedom of religion or belief under one banner, a core international human rights legally-binding treaty. 

1948: UN General Assembly as: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm
1986: First International NGO Conference: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf
2000: UN General Assembly adopts term for the mandate: 1998 UN Conference Report
2012: UN General Assembly RES/66/167 on Freedom of Religion or Belief: Your View
Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS is a term used by The Tandem Project to express the core principles of international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. The term has a long history with diverse interpretations. Separation of Church and State. 

Modern technology, communications and travel bring us closer together providing new learning opportunities to build respect and tolerance for diversity of religion or belief and for each other. The balance between assimilation and multiculturalism is a great challenge for our age. Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS brings separation of church and state, separation of synagogue and state, separation of mosque and state, separation of temple and state, and separation of other sacred places and associations and state, together under an umbrella term of respect for each other and international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. 

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. Separation of Religion or Belief and State - SOROBAS will create opportunities for inclusive and genuine human rights education on freedom of religion or belief. 

The Tandem Project since 1984 has participated in dialogue and discussions on how to implement International Human Rights Instruments at a local level. The Tandem Project co- founder was the  delegate of the World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) to the Seminar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Tolerance and Respect in Matters Relating to Freedom of Religion or Belief (1984) ST/HR/SER.A/16, Geneva: United Nations.

The warning signs are clear: unless we establish a genuine dialogue within and among all kinds of belief, ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism, the conflicts of the future will probably be even more deadly. – Mark C. Taylor, New York Times Op Ed, 21 December 2006

SOROBAS – Site Map
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Life imagines its own significance and strains to justify its beliefs.

People want to know that their life has somehow counted, if not for themselves, than at least in a larger scheme of things, that they have left a trace that has meaning…that have fulfilled God’s purpose, or done their duty to ancestors or family, or achieved something which has enriched humanity…What people really fear is not extinction, but extinction with insignificance. Ernest Becker (1924-1974)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

REFLECTIONS

The Tandem Project

The First Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads: Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding. 

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. This is a challenge. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. For civil society increased participation would create opportunities for education on inclusive and genuine approaches to human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

In 1968 the United Nations deferred passage of a legally-binding convention on religious intolerance saying it was too complicated and sensitive. Instead, they adopted a non-binding declaration on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief. While very worthwhile, the declaration does not carry the force and commitment of a legally-binding international human rights convention on freedom of religion or belief. 

Religions and other beliefs historically have been used to justify wars and settle disputes. This is more dangerous today as the possible use of nuclear and biological weapons of mass destruction increases. Governments need to consider whether religions and other beliefs trump human rights or human rights trump religions and other beliefs or neither trumps the other. Can international human rights law help to stop the advance and use of such weapons in the face of this historic truth? 

· QUESTION: Weapons of mass destruction as history teaches are often legitimized for national security and justified by cultural, ethnic, religious or political ideology. The U.N. Review Conference on the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and studies on biological and cyber weapons demonstrate advances in science and technology is being used to increase their potential for mass destruction. The question is whether an International Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief, elevated and supported equally by the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. Security Council, would help offset the risk of weapons of mass destruction. Recognition of the need for synergy to balance rights and security is a foundation for solving this issue. 

“I am become death, the destroyer of worlds”

- Robert Oppenheimer, quote from the Bhagavad Gita after first atomic bomb, Trinity 1945.

The Tandem Project believes until a core legally-binding human rights Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief is adopted international human rights law will be incomplete. It may be time to begin to consider reinstating the 1968 Working Group to bring all matters relating to freedom of religion or belief under one banner, a core international human rights legally-binding treaty. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tandem Project a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity of religion or belief, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference material and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights- Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion – and the 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.

