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OVERVIEW

Review: international law on human rights and freedom of religion or belief and the reality of implementation at national and local levels as a Follow-up to the Universal Periodic Review   

Call: for a UN International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief as a global focal point to promote tolerance and eliminate all forms of discrimination based on religion or belief.

Survey: organizations and members of local governments, religions or beliefs, non-governmental human rights organizations, public, private and religious schools, academic institutions and places of worship in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, on how they promote and protect international law on human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

Indicators: to make evaluation transparent and accountable at national and local levels through accurate criteria. 

Ratings: national and local organizations on the degree of success in implementing international human rights on freedom of religion or belief at national and local levels. 

Reports: survey reports on organizations selected to compare the proclamations of international human rights law on freedom or religion or belief with the reality of implementation at national and local levels.   

Exchange: calls to organizations in other countries to exchange information on the Universal Periodic Review and follow-up approaches to freedom of religion or belief based on their national constitutions, laws and local cultures and customs.

Share: Survey reports and information with UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN Member States, national and municipal governments and civil society organizations. 

OBJECTIVES 

Evaluate the effectiveness of international law on freedom of religion or belief at national and local levels to promote diversity, tolerance, cooperation, respectful competition and prevention of discrimination and conflicts based on religion or belief 

 Measure the awareness, understanding, acceptance, at national and local levels, of international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief. .   

Collect national and local data to strengthen a call for an International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief, a core religious-philosophical foundation for human rights ethics based on international law and deferred since 1968 by the United Nations. 

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008 to review the human rights obligations and responsibilities of all UN Member States by 2011. Click for an Introduction to the Universal Periodic Review, Process and News: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
The primary international human rights instruments on freedom of religion or belief are: 

Article 18 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and the 1981 Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
The 1981 UN Declaration: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm
THE TANDEM PROJECT FOLLOW-UP

The Tandem Project Follow-up builds on 1986 Community Strategies, 27 action proposals at a local level to implement Article 18 of the ICCPR and the 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf  UPR Follow-up Proposals:  

(1) Develop model local-national-international integrated approaches to human rights and freedom of religion or belief, appropriate to the constitutions, legal systems and cultures of each country, (2) Use International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief as a platform for inclusive and genuine dialogue, (3) Apply these standards on freedom of religion or belief in education curricula, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all.   

Example: Universal Periodic Review & Freedom of Religion or Belief
The challenge to the UN Human Rights Council is to achieve consensus among world views on international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief and freedom of opinion and expression. While recognizing the religious and cultural sensitivity of these issues, it is time after 40 years for the UN Human Rights Council to establish an Open-ended Working Group for a UN Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief, deferred since 1968 by its predecessor the UN Human Rights Commission, and to strengthen the Special Procedures mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief.   

INCLUSIVE & GENUINE  

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Area Survey on Freedom of Religion or Belief is based on inclusive and genuine approaches to The Tandem Project Universal Periodic Review Follow-up proposals on integration, dialogue and education:  

Inclusive integration, dialogue and education include people of theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief. Genuine integration, dialogue and education, on human rights and freedom of religion or belief, calls for respectful discourse, discussion of taboos and clarity by persons of diverse beliefs. The warning signs are clear, unless there is inclusive and genuine integration, dialogue and education ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism; conflicts in the future will probably be even more deadly. 

SECTORS 

The Tandem Project will position organizations and their members on approaches to freedom of religion or belief based on integration, dialogue and education. Organizations will be selected from these civil society sectors: governments, religions or beliefs, places of worship, primary and secondary schools, academic institutions of higher learning, interfaith networks, human rights NGOs, foundations and charities. 

INDICATORS 

Indicators will position organizations and their members on approaches to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. The indicators for the Minneapolis-St. Paul Area Survey on Freedom of Religion or Belief are: 

First Set Indicators

Inclusiveness depends on how well an organization and their members protect all theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess and religion or belief, as defined in the 1960 study for the United Nations by Arcot Krishnaswami and codified in international law by Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – everyone has a right to freedom of religion or belief. 
Theist: a person who believes in a traditional description of God as a supernatural deity or deities; or who believes in some form of Deism, unstructured supernatural spirituality.

Non-theist: a person who believes in a Universal Mind, striving for spiritual self actualizations, Reincarnation, Pantheist (everything as God), spirituality without a supernatural deity, or Buddhism, described by some as a Godless religion without a supernatural deity. 

Atheist: a person who believes in Materialism, naturalism, a person who does not believe in any form of supernatural reality, otherworldly or traditional descriptions of God.

Profess No Religion or Belief: a person who is agnostic, who suspends belief in theistic, non-theistic or atheistic beliefs, but remains open to conviction; or a person of no belief.  

Second Set Indicators

Cooperation: work with other organizations on development, poverty programs, food, housing, social services, human rights education, cultural programs, advocate against discrimination, etc.  

Competition: include discussion of competition within and between beliefs as an aspect of inclusive and genuine integration, dialogue and education.

Conflict: include discussion of conflict within and between beliefs as an aspect of inclusive and genuine integration, dialogue and education.  

Third Set Indicators

Respect: respect for the right of others to hold beliefs other than our own and ways this respect is expressed by people within and between these beliefs with different cultures and traditions.  

Taboos: willingness to be open to discuss aspects of a belief that by law, tradition or culture have been prohibited by members of that belief. 

Clarity: ability to express clearly the position of their own religious or non-religious belief. 

Fourth Set Indicators

Awareness: degree of awareness of international human rights treaty law on freedom of religion or belief as expressed in Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Understanding: level of understanding of Article 18 CCPR and the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Form of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

Acceptance: implementation of Article 18 CCPR and the 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief at national and local levels of integration, dialogue and education. 

QUESTIONS 

The Tandem Project Follow-up will ask a series of questions under the four sets of indicators for Minneapolis-St. Paul Area organizations. Questions will be used to rank organizations on how aware they are of the need for an inclusive and genuine rights-based approach to freedom using international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief.  

RATING 
The Minneapolis-St. Paul Area Survey on Freedom of Religion or Belief will establish a point system to rate governments, religions or beliefs, non-governmental human rights organizations, public, private and religious schools, academic institutions, places of worship and civil society in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Area approaches to freedom of religion or belief based on The Tandem Project Follow-up strategies for the Universal Periodic Review. See UPR proposals above on: 
Integration
Dialogue
Education

 SURVEY REPORTS 

The Minneapolis-St. Paul Area Survey on Freedom of Religion or Belief will be shared with the United Nations, UN Member States and other NGOs in other countries. The Tandem Project will publish Survey Reports on selected organizations as a Universal Periodic Review Follow-up on human rights standards and freedom of religion or belief in the United States and other countries.  

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

The Tandem Project Follow-up will request an exchange of information with organizations for the Universal Periodic Review of other countries on their approaches to freedom of religion or belief, to bridge human rights proclaimed in treaties at the international level with the reality of implementation at a national and local level. 

Organizations with expertise in other countries will be asked for advice on issues of concern relating to international human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
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