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UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

Separation of Religion or Belief & State
Origin of the Nobel Peace Prize Forum Series held at   
Augsburg College, Augustana College, Concordia College, 

Luther College, St. Olaf College – United States of America
The idea for a Nobel Peace Prize Forum Series came in 1986 from an address by Professor Francis Sejersted, Chair of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, to The Tandem Project International Conference in Minnesota on Tolerance for Diversity of Religion or Belief. This was the first International Conference held on ways to implement the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. American Lutheran Church Bishop David Preus spoke and introduced an address on Atheism by Adam Lopatka of Poland, Chair of the UN Working Group that drafted the UN International Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Ambassador Konstantin Kharchev, Chair, Soviet Council on Religious Affairs, was sent to the 1986 Minnesota international conference by President Mikhail Gorbachev. It was the first visit into the West for the Soviet Council on Religious Affairs to test Glasnost and Perestroika. 
Following the 1986 Minnesota Conference on Tolerance for Diversity of Religion or Belief, a meeting was held in the summer of 1987 with Gunnar Staalsett, Secretary-General of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and one of five members of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. The idea for a Nobel Peace Prize Forum was presented by The Tandem Project as a follow-up to the 1986 Conference address by Francis Sejersted of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. LWF Secretary-General Gunnar Staalsett suggested a Nobel Peace Prize Forum be sponsored by all five colleges of Norwegian heritage in the Midwest region of the United States. 
A meeting was held in Oslo, Norway that summer by The Tandem Project and Jacob Sverdrup, General Secretary of the Norwegian Nobel Committee.  Jacob Severdrup was a relative of Jacob Sverdrup, Prime Minister of Norway in 1885 and Georg Severdrup, President of the Eidsvold Assembly that adopted the 1814 Norwegian Constitution. 
After Oslo, the idea for a Nobel Peace Prize Forum was proposed in Minneapolis, Minnesota to the five college presidents, former St. Olaf College president Sidney Rand, former Vice President Walter Mondale and Bishop David Preus of the American Lutheran Church. The five colleges, with the encouragement of Sidney Rand, Walter Mondale and Bishop David Preus, agreed to host a Nobel Peace Prize Forum in cooperation with the Norwegian Nobel Committee. Each college would host a Forum and after the five year cycle an evaluation would be made as to whether the colleges should start a second five year cycle. The Augsburg College Peace Prize Forum, Striving for Peace- a Question of Will in March 2009 will be the twenty-second Forum which has taken place on an annual basis rotating among the five colleges since 1989.   
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota hosted the first Nobel Peace Prize Forum in 1989. Jacob Sverdrup attended the first Forum at St. Olaf College. The theme was “Striving for Peace- Past, Present and Future.” Norman Borlaug, graduate of the University of Minnesota and Nobel Peace Prize recipient for the Green Revolution, and UN Under-Secretary General Marrack Goulding, speaking for U.N. Peacekeeping Forces, a Nobel Peace Prize recipient addressed the first Forum.
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The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
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