Freedom of Religion or Belief and Protecting Vulnerable Identities:

A Global Snapshot

Sponsored by
Focus on Freedom of Religion or Belief

(Focus on FORB)(
Conference Venue :  
Ramada Park Hotel – Zurich room
75-77 Avenue Louis-Casaï

1216 Cointrin-Geneva, Switzerland, l. 
Tel +41 (0) 22 710 30 00
http://www.ramadaparkhotel.ch/EN/Home.html  

From the airport: 500 metres away with free shuttle service provided to and from the airport from 6.10 am to 11.30 pm. For map see: 
All programmes held here except for Friday’s pre-seminar dinner)
Friday 20 June 2008
19.00 - 22.00 
Informal pre-seminar dinner:

‘Awash’ Ethiopian restaurant – local fare and live music

Rue du Valais 11

1202 Genève, Switzerland
Tel +41 22 738 72 98
Gather at 18.00 in the hotel lobby where you will be met by a guide who will lead the group to the restaurant.  If you are coming from a separate location, see attached map.  

Saturday 21 June 2008
09.30 - 10.00

Coffee and Croissant, Hotel Foyer

10.00 - 12.30

Words of welcome by Mr Robert-Jan Sieben, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of the
Netherlands to the United Nations Office in Geneva
Can Respect be legislated? Freedom of Expression and Freedom of Religion or Belief

Professor Tariq Ramadan, Professor of Islamic Studies; and Senior Research Fellow, St.

Antony’s College Oxford

Ms Felice Gaer, Director, The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human
Rights and member, UN Committee Against Torture
Mr Ziya Meral, Research and Advocacy Officer for the Middle East, Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide, and author of the report ‘No Place to Call Home’
http://dynamic.csw.org.uk/article.asp?t=report&id=94&search= 
Respondent: Ms Nicole Reckinger, Human Rights Desk Officer, EU Council Secretariat

11.00 - 11.15
Coffee Break – Foyer outside Zurich room
Session continues

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch – Cornavin room
14.00 - 15.30

Chairperson: Ambassador Doru Romulus Costea, former President of the UN Human 
Rights Council
Striking the Balance: Individual Identities and Freedom of Religion or Belief

Farrah Ahmed, University of Oxford

Professor Carolyn Evans, Associate Professor, University of Melbourne and Associate
Dean (Law) and Deputy Director (Centre for Comparative Constitutional Studies)

Professor Javier Martinez-Torrón, Professor of Law, Complutense University, Spain
Respondent: Dr Bahia Tahzib-Lie, Counsellor, Netherlands Permanent Representative to

the UN in Brussels
15.30 - 16.00
Coffee Break – Cornavin room
16.00 - 17.30

Chairperson: Dr Peter Petkoff, Brunel University, United Kingdom
Striking the Balance: Identifying Vulnerabilities and Responding to Them

Professor Renata Uitz, Associate Professor, Comparative Constitutional Law, Central
European University

Dr Kamran Hashemi, Human Rights and International Law Lecturer, School of 
International Relations, Tehran, Iran
Ms Catherine Cosman, Senior Policy Analyst, US Commission on International Religious
Freedom

Respondent: Ms Asma Jahangir, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief

19.00 - 20.30

Conference Dinner at the hotel (pre-booking required)

Sunday 22 June 2008
09.30 - 10.00

Coffee and Croissant, Hotel Foyer

10.00 - 11.00

Perspectives on Current UN Developments regarding FORB

Chairperson: Nazila Ghanea, Associate Professor of International Human Rights Law, 
University of Oxford; Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Religion 
and Human Rights
Dr John Taylor, Representative at UN (Geneva), International Association for Religious 
Freedom 
Dr Dennis de Jong, Special Advisor on Human Rights and Good Governance, Netherlands 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Respondent: Dr Ibrahim Salama, Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch, UN Office 
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

11.00 - 11.15
Coffee Break – foyer outside Zurich room
11.15 - 12.30 

What next? Suggestions for future work and seminars by Focus on Freedom of Religion or Belief

Chairperson: Malcolm Evans, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences and Law, University of 
Bristol

12.30 - 13.30 
Lunch – Cornavin room
Supplemental Events (All Welcome)
13.15 - 13.45 

Presentation on Indonesian situation – location to be announced

14.00

Noodt Consultation on the Strasbourg Conference Project


Welcome (5 minutes)

Noodt Foundation presentation (10 minutes)

14.15
Discussion of pending issues and recent cases before the European Court of Human Rights

A. Svyato-Mykhalivska Parafiya vs. Ukraine (right of religious

congregation to change denominational affiliation), Gennadiy 
Druzenko

B. Religious employment cases - W. Cole Durham, Jr.; Carolyn Evans

C. Religious education cases – Maciej Bernatt
D. Taxation issues – Alain Garay

E. Other pending issues

16.00

Break – foyer outside Zurich room
16.30 - 18.30   Consortium Business Meeting Regarding the Strasbourg Conference Project


(for Strasbourg Conference and Focus on FORB Directors) 
( Focus on FORB is an organization created as a follow-up to the 2006 Prague Conference commemorating the 25th anniversary of the 1981 U.N. Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.  Focus on FORB gratefully acknowledges support for this event from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The title for the event is derived from a recent report of the UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief.  For the relevant discussion of Vulnerable Groups and freedom of religion or belief see the report of the UN Special Rapporteur, Ms Asma Jahangir, UN Doc A/HRC/6/5 dated 20 July 2007 available at � HYPERLINK "http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/religion/" ��http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/religion/� (click on ‘annual reports’ and then on ‘A/HRC/6/5 under 2007’)





